
Should  We  BURN  or  BURY  the  Dead  ....  or  Does  It  Even  Matter ?

Tonight, we’ll study about what to do with people’s dead bodies.  Cremation has
become an increasingly popular option.  Let’s look into the scriptures to see what we
can find out about this issue.  Should we bury the dead, burn them, or does it matter?

The LORD GOD told Abram,

 Gen 15:15    And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good
old age.

Burial was the customary way for Israel to treat their dead:

 John 19:40   Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

The first mention in scripture of someone actually putting away a corspe was
when Abraham looked for a spot to BURY his desceased wife Sarah.  What today we
would call a ‘grave-yard’ .... was then called a ‘burying-place.’  It was actually a cave in
a field:

 Gen 23:2-9   And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan:
and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.
 3   And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth,
saying,
 4 I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a buryingplace
with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.
 5 And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him,
 6 Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres
bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest
bury thy dead.
 7 And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the
children of Heth.
 8 And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead
out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar,
 9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of
his field; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a
buryingplace amongst you.

       Ephron tried to give the place to Abraham, but Abraham insisted upon paying for it:

 Gen 23:20   And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham
for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth.
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Another instance of burying the dead is when Israel was ready to die.  He gave

instructions to his son about the location of his grave.  He wanted to be in the ‘family
cemetary’ ... not down in Egypt:

 Gen 47:29-30   And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son
Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in
Egypt:
 30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in
their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said.

Israel told his 12 sons to take his dead body back to be buried with his dad and
grandfather:

 Gen 49:29   And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my
people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

Joseph reminded Pharoah’s house about the promise he had made to his father,
to bury him in the family plot back in Canaan:

 Gen 50:5  My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have
digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go
up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.

King David’s friend, Barzillai, also had a family cemetary:

 2 Sam 19:37   Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own
city, and be buried by the grave of my father and of my mother. But behold thy servant
Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good
unto thee.

Kings were buried within the city.  There were no graves in Jerusalem, except
those of the kings:

 1 Kings 2:10   So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.

 1 Kings 11:43   And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David
his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.
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Prophets were also buried within cities:

 1 Sam 25:1   And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and
lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down
to the wilderness of Paran.

The common means for putting away the dead, even from battle, was burial:

 1 Kings 11:15   For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the captain
of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he had smitten every male in Edom;

Jesus confirmed that dead people should be buried:

 Matt 8:21-22     And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go
and bury my father.
 22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.

Graves were usually located in caves.  Normally, a large rock was rolled over to
cover the entrance:

 Isa 22:16   What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee
out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth
an habitation for himself in a rock?

That’s the kind of grave Lazarus had:

 John 11:38   Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a
cave, and a stone lay upon it.

That’s also the kind of grave Christ had:

 Matt 27:59-60   And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth,
 60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a
great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.

Jesus’ grave was in a garden:

 John 19:41-42   Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in
the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.
 42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepul-
chre was nigh at hand.
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The entrance stones were usually painted white, to identify the grave:

 Matt 23:27   Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead
men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

According to the law, anyone who touched dead bodies, bones, or graves was unclean:

 Num 19:16   And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields,
or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.

Graves were ordinarily outside the city:

 Luke 7:12    Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead
man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of
the city was with her.

Jews, who thought Paul was dead, took his limp body outside the city:

 Acts 14:19   And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who per-
suaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he
had been dead.

There were graveyards assigned for poor folks:

 Jer 26:23   And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim
the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the
common people.

The money Judas gave for betraying Christ was used to buy a cemetary for strangers:

 Matt 27:3-8   Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was con-
demned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders,
 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said,
What is that to us? see thou to that.
 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and
hanged himself.
 6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.
 7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in.
 8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.
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        Next, we’ll read of a prophecy made against an altar by burning men’s bones on it:

 1 Kings 13:1-2   And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of
the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.
 2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus
saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name;
and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee,
and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.

Later in that chapter, an old prophet lied to the man of God, who believed the lie and
disobeyed God.  As a result of his sin, while he was traveling, a lion met him and killed
him.  When the old prophet heard about the death of the man of God, he went to get
the dead body so he could bury it.  Then he wanted his own grave with the man of God:

 1 Kings 13:28-31  And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass
and the lion standing by the carcase: the lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the
ass.
 29 And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass,
and brought it back: and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to bury him.
 30 And he laid his carcase in his own grave; and they mourned over him, saying, Alas,
my brother!
 31 And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, saying,
When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; lay
my bones beside his bones:

The prophecy came to pass.  Burning men’s bones upon the altar polluted it:

 2 Kings 23:16-20   And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were
there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned
them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the man
of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.
 17 Then he said, What title is that that I see? (Evidently, they had some sort of tomb-
or head-stone for a grave marker)  And the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre
of the man of God, which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast
done against the altar of Bethel.
 18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man move his bones. So they let his bones
alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria.
 19 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which
the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did
to them according to all the acts that he had done in Bethel.
 20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the altars, and
burned men's bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem.
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Royalty buried their dead.  But in the case of wicked Jezebel, Elijah had proph-

esied she would get no burial:

 2 Kings 9:30-37   And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she
painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.
 31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his mas-
ter?
 32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And
there looked out to him two or three eunuchs.
 33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot.
 34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed
woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter.
 35 And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the
feet, and the palms of her hands.
 36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the
LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of
Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel:
 37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion
of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.

Sometimes, people were not buried, but left out for the birds and animals to eat:

 Psa 79:1-3   O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have
they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.
 2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the
heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth.
 3 Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to
bury them.

Ezekiel prophesied against the mountains of Israel, to destroy their high places:

 Ezek 6:5   And I will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their idols;
and I will scatter your bones round about your altars.

    When the two witnesses are killed in Revelation, they laid in the street for 3-1/2 days:

 Rev 11:8-9   And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritu-
ally is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves.



Page 7
Certain men were hired to search the land for bones of dead men.  It was their

job to mark the spots where they discovered the bones, so the grave-diggers would
notice the flagged bones and bury them:

 Ezek 39:13-15   Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them
a renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the Lord GOD.
 14 And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through the land to
bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it:
after the end of seven months shall they search.
 15 And the passengers that pass through the land, when any seeth a man's bone, then
shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamongog.

Even the Egyptians buried their dead:

 Num 33:4   For the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the LORD had smitten
among them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments.

Burial in the earth, whether in a cave or in the dirt, was the standard method of
handling the dead:

 Josh 24:32    And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of
Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of
Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inher-
itance of the children of Joseph.
 33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill that pertained to
Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount Ephraim.

When Ruth chose to return to Bethlehem with her mother-in law Naomi, she
knew she be buried when she died:

 Ruth 1:16-17   And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy
people shall be my people, and thy God my God:
 17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and
more also, if ought but death part thee and me.
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Now, we’re ready to move into the section of the message that has to do with

burning the dead.  These are the passages I found about that.

I have been told by funeral home employees that bones do not burn up into
ashes.  They remain intact as bones.  Today, when a person is cremated, their bones
are crushed and broken into pieces about the size of a quarter.

As an act of gratitude for the deliverance King Saul had provided for the city of
Jabesh-Gilead 40 years before his death, the valiant men removed the dead bodies of
King Saul and his three sons from hanging on the wall, and burned them.  Then they
buried their bones under a tree:

 1 Sam 31:8-13   And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip
the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa.
 9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land of the
Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the people.
 10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to
the wall of Bethshan.
 11 And when the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead heard of that which the Philistines had
done to Saul;
 12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them
there.
 13 And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted
seven days.

 1 Chron 10:8-14   And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to
strip the slain, that they found Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa.
 9 And when they had stripped him, they took his head, and his armour, and sent into
the land of the Philistines round about, to carry tidings unto their idols, and to the
people.
 10 And they put his armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the
temple of Dagon.
 11 And when all Jabeshgilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul,
 12 They arose, all the valiant men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of
his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh,
and fasted seven days.
 13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even
against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one
that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it;
 14 And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto
David the son of Jesse.
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King David thanked the men for their kind act toward Saul and his sons’ corspes.

The scriptures specify about the burying, but do not mention the burning:

 2 Sam 2:4-6   And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over
the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were
they that buried Saul.
 5 And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabeshgilead, and said unto them,
Blessed be ye of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even
unto Saul, and have buried him.
 6 And now the LORD shew kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this
kindness, because ye have done this thing.

    David had the remains of Saul and Jonathan transferred to Saul’s father’s sepulchre:

 2 Sam 21:12-14   And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of
Jonathan his son from the men of Jabeshgilead, which had stolen them from the street
of Bethshan, where the Philistines had hanged them, when the Philistines had slain
Saul in Gilboa:
 13 And he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his
son; and they gathered the bones of them that were hanged.
 14 And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son buried they in the country of Benjamin
in Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish his father: and they performed all that the king com-
manded. And after that God was intreated for the land.

Because Achan sinned and took items God had forbidden, he was judged worthy
of death.  He and all his family were stoned and burnt with fire:

 Josh 7:24-26   And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and
the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters,
and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they
brought them unto the valley of Achor.
 25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day.
And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned
them with stones.
 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned
from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The
valley of Achor, unto this day.
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Evidently, children that were burned in the fire in sacrifice to idols had their own graves:

 2 Kings 23:5-10   And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah
had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places
round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the
moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.
 6 And he brought out the grove from the house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto
the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder,
and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people.
 7 And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the
LORD, where the women wove hangings for the grove.
 8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places
where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba, and brake down the
high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor
of the city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city.
 9 Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in
Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren.
 10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no
man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech.

The prophet Amos has a couple of examples of burning the dead.  In the first
occurance, the Lord is obviously displeased with it:

 Amos 2:1   Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will
not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of
Edom into lime:

The 2nd mention of burning the dead is also in connection with God’s displeasure:

 Amos 6:8-10  The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts,
I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city
with all that is therein.
 9 And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die.
 10 And a man's uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the
bones out of the house, and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, Is
there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for
we may not make mention of the name of the LORD.
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The prophet Isaiah also wrote of burning the dead into lime:

 Isa 33:10-12  Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up
myself.
 11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall de-
vour you.
 12 And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be
burned in the fire.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke of burning the dead in 3 passages.  The first one is
in Tophet, like we just read about in 2 Kings chapter 23.  Apparently, it was done so
often that they ran out of grave-yard room for the bones:

 Jer 7:30-33   For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD:
they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it.
 31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of
Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them
not, neither came it into my heart.
 32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be called
Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they shall
bury in Tophet, till there be no place.
 33 And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for
the beasts of the earth; and none shall fray them away.

The same place is mentioned again later in the book:

 Jer 19:5-6  They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for
burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my
mind:
 6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be
called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.

The third case has to do with Jeremiah’s prophecy against Ammon:

 Jer 49:2   Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will cause an
alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap,
and her daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them that
were his heirs, saith the LORD.
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Well, that wraps up the scripture verses I found concerning disposing of dead

bodies.  It was plainly said that it was the custom of the Jews to bury their dead.

Then we read several examples of the dead, or bones of the dead, being burned.
With the exception of King Saul and his sons, those appeared to be in relation to God’s
disapproval.

Israel cares for and protects the bones of their deceased, because they know
God will put flesh back on them, and they will be born again:

 Ezek 37:1-7   The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of
the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones,
 2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in
the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
 3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord
GOD, thou knowest.
 4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD.
 5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into
you, and ye shall live:
 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.

Then skip down a few verses:

 Ezek 37:12-13   Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.
 13 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your graves,

These next few passages are not about burning dead bodies, but the idea that
burning with fire is punishment for the wicked is enough for me to not make that my
choice:

 Matt 3:7-12    But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?
 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
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9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto
you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
 10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
 11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost, and with fire:
 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

The apostle Peter also wrote about that time:

 2 Peter 3:7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

Jude specified that the fire was everlasting:

 Jude 1:7   Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner,
giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

Even though this next passage is about Babylon, and not a literal woman, never-
the-less, burning her with fire is not a good thing:

 Rev 17:14-18   These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called,
and chosen, and faithful.
 15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
 16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.
 17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their king-
dom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
 18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings
of the earth.

Whatever funeral instructions you leave in your Last Will and Testament is a
personal decision.  Hopefully, you will consider the scriptures we read tonight.

This is David Dowell, saying, “Think about it!”


